SPECIAL DEFECTS IN MENTAL PROCESSES       139

result because of lack of dexterity to carry out well the
solution one has reached. The former depends upon
ability to reason regarding situations involving perception
of concrete relationships. Ruger1 has shown the in-
dividual differences that exist in ability to solve puzzles,
where methods employed by intelligent college-trained
subjects vary all the way from random trial and error to
deliberated planfulness, based on analysis and reasoning.

Acquisition of manual skill necessary to carry ideas into
execution depends on good psychomotor control and
effective coordinations. Where there is disability in
psychomotor control, perception of relationship may be
normal, the method of solution quickly seen, but the
ability to carry out the plan of procedure is poor, because
the neural connections leading to movement are faulty.

There has been some recognition of differences in
ability to perform manual work, though the emphasis
has been placed more often on unusual ability in this
direction in individuals who are generally dull or unable
to progress normally in work dealing with abstractions.
Holmes2 speaks of individuals with "concrete minds"
or "manual minds/7 On the other hand, very frequently
too little cognizance is taken of defects for dealing with
concrete problems. Perhaps it is therefore wise to stress
the fact that disabilities of this kind exist. More and
more handwork is being offered in schools, and it seems
quite generally taken for granted that all children are
fitted for this type of work. While we do not doubt
that some benefit is to be derived from such training,
even by those not possessed of manual skill, yet the
general educational and vocational aspects are extremely
important to keep in mind.
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